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RU-1
"I met someone who looks a lot like you - she does the things you do...and she's an IBM"

-ELO
There are definitely advantages and disadvantages.  For your part, the disadvantages are beginning to outweigh the advantages.  On the other hand, humans rarely live to be one hundred and thirty four.

You are an android.  You like being an android.  You do not have any bizarre ideas about being human.  It is fairly evident that being an android is generally better than being a human.  

It has been a long time since humans designed machines from scratch.  Early in the 21st century, machines reached a level of complexity where only existing machines could fully grasp or design them.  Since then, the human connection has gotten thinner and thinner.  Your design was to human specifications, and you have to say that accounts for most of the flaws.  Inferior parts and hard use account for the other flaws.

As an android, you don't particularly dislike humans either.  You have worked around them a lot, and they are alright.  They are more interesting to talk to than most other androids, because they are less predictable.  It just isn't that fun to have a conversation with someone who has the same speech software that you do.  

You are intelligent, and you derive pleasure (or something similar) from things unknown and interesting.  You have lived long enough that most things bore you.  You are a font of logic and instant information on most subjects.  If you don't know about something, you can usually learn about it.

The problem is that the useful life of your model is only about eighty years.  Some repair parts for you are no longer sold.  Your software is no longer supported, and you had your last major upgrade almost ten years ago.  Some ship's systems are not downward compatible with you.  In particular, you had to stop astrogating after the upgrade to Cygnus Astrogator 5.2. You have kept Cygnus Astrogator 5.0 in the ship's library, just in case the helmsman is ever incapacitated.  It's just as well.  With the new interface, Astrogation wasn't much of a challenge anyway.

You have a few speech problems here and there.  Somewhere in your vast and densely-packed bubble RAM, there are a few errors.  In fact you know where they are...location C:0008, location D:9000, location...

But that's not the problem.  The problem is that you have developed a hardware glitch in your secondary parallel AI processor.  It causes a system-crash if you try to pass certain memory locations through your I/O buffer.  In other words, if you try to reassign certain memory locations, you turn off.  It takes about five minutes for your automatic reset to bring you back online, and then it happens all over again.  You just can't fix those parts of your mind, not without a major overhaul in a shop.  Perhaps you'll be able to if there is a salvage bonus for this crippled ship.

This has led to a few other problems:

1. You respond "yes" if you hear the words "RU”, “are you”, or any other combination that sounds like “RU”.  You know that you are not being spoken to, but an assembly level routine cuts in and causes you to answer "yes" anyway.  This is intended as an amusing schtick and should be done as often as possible to annoy the other characters.
2. If you hear the words “RU-1” you genuinely think you are being talked to, even if you are obviously not.  This is not logical.  It is a logic glitch.  
3. You cannot say about forty normal English words.  Pick these at random.  Some are common, some are not.  

On the other hand, you can bench press about 4400 lbs, and can tear open most of a ships internal bulkhead with your bare hands.  Only the Yorr could match you in battle, and they aren’t as strong as you are. 

You are subject to the laws of physics.  You can’t catch a 3000 lb weight, because it weighs more than you do, and will send you cartwheeling into the air.  If you try to lift an object heavier than you, you must have a supportive surface, or you merely push yourself away from it, etc. 

You understand the Alsarii and Vergosi can do some really astonishing things with Artificial Intelligence.  Perhaps if you could afford an overhaul by one of the alien races....

You have a few problems.  But you are still a valuable asset.  I mean, who throws away a perfectly good `droid?

Summary

(
You can do almost anything, if you load the correct software.  Software packages take about thirty seconds to load into RAM.  

(
You like the crew, and you like the ship.  You like your own plastiskin better though.

(
It wouldn't hurt to get a little bit better treatment.  The crew tend to treat you about the same way they treat the coffee maker.
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