
Nazi Internal Politics

Factions within the Nazi/S.S. Structure

	Himmler Faction

Heinrich Himmler, Reichsfurher, S.S.

Joeseph Goebbels, Reich Minister of Propaganda

Martin Bormann - Head of the Party Chancellery, and private secretary of the Fuhrer the man who controls access to Hitler.

Adolf Eichmann - SS Lieutenant-Colonel
Neurath, Konstantin von - Minister of Foreign Affairs 

Dr. Dietrich Koch – Consultant to the S.S. Annherbe on Archaeology.

Dr. Friedrich Krohn - Hitler's doctor.

Wolfram v. Seivers - Head of S.S. Annherbe

Frick, Wilhelm - Minister of the Interior

Rosenberg, Alfred - Chief Nazi Philosopher

Streicher, Julius - Anti-Semitic Editor of Der Sturmer

Hermann Essler, Nuremberg Party Committee member

	Hess Faction

Rudolph Hess, Deputy to the Fuhrer and Nazi Party Leader

Hermann Goering, Reichsmarschall and Luftwaffe (Air Force) Chief; President of Reichstag - war hero

Franz von Pappen - ambassador to Turkey, former President, edged out by Hitler after ushering him into power.  

Heinrich Stroeher - SS Lieutenant-Colonel

Speer, Albert - Reichminister of Armaments and Munitions
Funk, Walther -Minister of Economics

Erich Raeder - Commander in Chief of the German Navy

Schacht, Hjalmar – Still Reichsbank President, Former and Minister of Economics – one of the few men who dared to shout at Hitler
Minor Figures

Ernst Von Rath – Adept, noble, currently an Undersecretary in the Paris Legation, handles many incoming messages for the Coup Conspiracy.
Presumed Tacit Supporters

Karl Doenitz - German admiral (Teut Knight) 

Gen. Rommel, Erwin (Teut Knight)

Gen. v. Blomberg - fired by Hitler in spring 1938


	Neutrals/Dissidents

Karl v. Haushofer - Chief Adept and old friend of Hitler

Ribbentrop, Joachim von  Foreign Minister
Rudolf  Sebottendorf - former leading adept, largely sidelined but still fairly loyal to Hitler.  


Notes 

· Hitler generally leans towards the Himmler Faction 

· Karl v. Haushofer is old friends with both Hess and Hitler, and this tends to keep the Hess Party afloat

· Goebbels is very jealous of Himmler.  He often aids the Hess faction just to try to make Himmler look bad

· Neither Goebbels or Haushofer would support an attempt to overthow Hitler and eliminate Himmler

· Rudolf Hess would become Furher Pro Tem if a successful coup were carried out.  Someone honorable like 

· Von Blomberg - Teutonic Knight, was leader of the military effort to oust Hitler, and is secretly deeply involved with the Plot.

The Abortive Coup

On November 5 1937, Hitler unveiled the Hossbach Memorandum outlining his secret plans and contingencies in the event of a future war, telling his generals that he intends to destroy Czechoslovakia. Some historians contend that this document's historical significance has been greatly exaggerated. Others, such as William Shirer, emphatically state that it was on this date that Hitler first imparted his decision to go to war to the Commanders-in-Chief of the three armed services.

The reaction to the Hossbach Memorandum within the military was generally poor.  Most senior commanders regarded it as meglomaniacal, and dangerous – a repetition of the failures of WWI on a grander scale.  The less conservative thought that it was too soon to contemplate such action.  During November and December, Hitler continued and stepped up a process of removing any military commanders that disagreed with him, through firing, demotion, or forced retirement.

At the end of March the Hess faction planned a military coup which would have made Rudolf Hess Furher, with him replacing Heinrich Himmler as Reichsfurher S.S.  The coup, mostly among the more honorable old line Junkers military families who are unhappy with Hitler, was an abortive failure, and weakened Heinrich’s faction, which is headed by Rudolph Hess…Heinrich feels that unless there is a war soon, Himmler will be able to surround, and engulf his faction.  He is also convinced that Himmler’s war plans amount to a win by default for the Red Adept.  Heinrich’s feeling is that he would prefer to see Germany wait several years, and move directly against Soviet Russia, to pre-empt some of the support for the State of Israel.  However, barring that, he would be willing to see Germany move immediately and hopefully suffer a defeat that would lead it to make common cause with the Allies.  
General Open differences

Apparently, the differences between the Hess and Himmler factions are about political jockeying.  A close survey shows that the Hess Faction is more conservative, and less anti-Semitic, though this is a variation in degree - most would exile all Jews from Germany.  Differences tend to be about degree of policy.  The Himmler faction is more involved in outright bullying and the Hess faction probably owes its existence to support from old line Junkers families like the Stroehers, who command great military respect.   Despite Hitlers personal feelings for Hess, if it were not that this was the "respected" faction of the government that compels the Army and much of the moneyed nobility/business leaders, the faction would probably be purged.  But even Hitler is vaguely aware that would leave the lunatics in control of the store.

In general Hitler plays the two factions against each other, but the Hess faction sees its influence slip every month.

In regards to the War of the Adepts, the Hess faction was actually nominally more militant.  They felt the war was thrust upon them by unfair action on the part of "do gooder" Western Lodges.  In some cases, there may be a denial of reality - certain murders that were not sanctioned by the Reich must have been carried out by sympathizers.  However the Black Lodges did not murder MacGregor Mathers or Charles Detre.  NOBODY has ever claimed credit for it, and after the War broke out, they would probably have been considered heroes.  The Lodges did direct a magical attack against a national rival Theodor Reuss, but it merely made him sick and forced his resignation.  They did open up with attacks on other lodges with sticks and stones.  Some people got roughed up.  Maybe one or two got a concussion and died.  That was German political life then...that was during the INFLATION when nobody was thinking straight.  There were never orders for methodical slaughter. 


When Dietrich Eckart was killed that was like a war cry.  Yes there had been non-specific "fuck you" attacks on the West.  Maybe they weakened Brodie-Innes.  But they were against his lodge, they weren't cold blooded direct murder.  

The West started it.  And they got the better in the beginning.  So the German Lodges backed off.  They were badly hurt, and took many more major name losses than the British.

The Hess faction sat down and laid out a plan for control of the German state.  Everybody agreed revenge was called for, and necessary - for Germany and the world.

That revenge was carried out very effectively from 1933-1936.  And in fact the Hess faction argued for a systematic neutralization of the American Illuminati before a treaty was arrived at.  Reasons - pragmatism.  The Illuminati WILL be a danger....in 1937, they had their pants around their ankles, and the British were all but out of the fight.  A series of swift blows could have actively neutralized the Americans for a decade maybe more.  Now they are gathering power, because Haushofer was convinced by Ormonde to broker an agreement.  There is some sense to this...Britain might have been scared enough to muster resources and begin the conflict.

Until 1935 there was little internal dissention.  Everyone was just amazed that things were going so well, and waiting for the other shoe to drop.  

The politics started in early 1936 as it became clear victory would ensue, and various people began to scramble for "me" instead of "us"

Nazi/Thule Society Worldview

Everyone agrees that the Red Adept is the dangerous one, which is likely to destroy the world, though it is often conceded that the Black Adept must in fact make the first move, in order to pre-empt victory on the part of Red.  

Throughout History, men have sought to control the Red Principle. You can’t ignore it.  You must either fight it headlong, or attempt to control it.  To control it is to be involved with it.  This is just a convenient term for what is a universal principle, focused from outside of this world through numerous fixtures – deities, men, objects, etc.  It was Set and Ahrimann, and is Satan.  These are all human names and conceptions for something that is inherently beyond human comprehension.

The German Lodges seek to control the Red principle, and the Old Prussians did in their sanctuaries where Velnius was worshipped and propitiated – beneath Perkunas, the Sun God.  This leads to some misunderstandings.  Western Lodges say that the Thule Lodges “serve” the Red Adept, as the Templars serve the Necromantic Skull.  However, the German Thule Lodges would maintain that they “work” the Red Adept, controlling and limiting its force and influence.

There is question as to the wisdom of such methods, because it is considered quite possible for the Red Principle to gain the upper hand in such a relationship.  On the other hand it is unclear that anything other than its own power is enough to check it.  If black and red are equaled, then without leveraging red against itself, the best possible result is stalemate.  

The Templars are corrupt, but they are headed by a demon which has a great deal of its own volition.  It is ultimately a tool of the Red Adept, but tools may be blunted.  It has its own intents and purposes, and while it certainly seeks to promote Armageddon, it has proved a better strategy to watch it than to fight it.  Incidentally someone is going to ask why nobody knew the Templars were subverted.  What’s the problem, is there not a sufficient body of literature on this in Freemasonry?  Even those about to be taken know the name “The Black Pope.”  The story of the Baphomet and Devil Worship is widely known.  The Order was suppressed for it.  And still they trust blindly…until…

In the meantime, just as Red will fight Red, Black was made to fight Black.  In the early 20th century the Western Orders underwent a shocking disintegration.  The reasons are twofold.

1) Rationalism.  Many adepts came to reject the concept of a basic struggle culminating in the end of the Universe and its re-establishment.  That was never a problem here in the East.  However, this promoted sectarianism, and quarrelling, and the need to oppose a common enemy was seen as remote. Despite periodic delineations of the situation, such as Crowley’s Prophecy in 1904, or W.B. Yeats “The Second Coming” of 1919, most Westerners saw the basic struggle of Yin and Yang – positive and negative – creation and entropy – as a distant and theoretical concern.

2) Purism.  Politically, with many adepts who would have stood as moderates essentially rejecting the whole concept of Eschatology, those who remained tended to be uncompromising purists.  To deal with the enemy was to be one with the enemy. In many ways this was an influence of Rationalism – one can afford to be very uncompromising to an enemy that is a very long way away.  The destruction of the Universe was seen as absolute and distant, rather than murky and close at hand.  Inherent in this was a late Christian suggestion that man could not hope to control either force – Black or Red, and that any attempt to “deal with the devil” was inherently doomed to corruption.  Obvious in this view was an unwillingness to accept the fact that in order to fight a war, one may use the tactics of the enemy and get one’s hands dirty.

As a result, when the Freemasons of Europe failed to reach any sort of mutual compromises immediately after the War, an internecine War of Adepts flared.  On one hand the Purists – mostly French Martinists and British – believed that any lodge that worked with “dark” – that is to say entropic or negative powers (it is inconvenient that the old designation of “Black” for the positive adept is essentially negated by the general symbolism of the modern era), was essentially corrupt and ought to be destroyed.  

At the same time, the German Lodges began to act in real earnest to organize for the endtime, and their program was as uncompromising as one your illustrious ancestors might have prepared.  The West is weak and useless, and ought to be destroyed.  Wrapped in gauze it does not appreciate the nearness of the endtime – or the need to use whatever measures are available to combat the Red, including working the systems of the Red, and using its artifacts to attempt to gain leverage and control it.

So the German Lodges under Dietrich Eckart set out to smash and gain control of the weak white lodges.  Tactically this was no better an idea than the opposite and soon went astray.  And in general you still favor the German Lodges.  They have become very powerful, and gained many artifacts which allow them control of a particularly strong Old Teutonic or Norse aspect of the Red Adept, which they refer to as Velnius or Vril.  If this reference seems obscure, it is because a) it is the origin of the Giants of Norse Mythology as well – Jotunheim is better known perhaps, and figures like Thrym and Utgard-Loki. B) The British and Americans didn’t spend most of the middle ages crusading in Lithuania and Russia C) Germany never fell to Rome, so the Old Prussian Pagan religion is far less known than the Celtic or Druidic, which were written about by the Romans.

At any rate, the S.S. has in just a few years become a phenomenally powerful state cult, so powerful that it is well on its way to abolishing the old system of lodges that has served since the 1470s when it was formed as an answer to the Jesuits, and forming a true state cult, such as thrived in ancient times.  At Wewelsburg Castle in Westphalia (where the Medieval Secret Court held reign), Himmler has set up the most powerful Occult Order since the fall of Rome.  He is training S.S. Officers in Occult Traditions, and raising up a cult to spearhead the fight in the end of days.

Unfortunately, his efforts have been as corrupt as they are successful.  Just as you cannot stand at a distance and not deal with the enemy, you cannot open the gate and make him your primary defense either.

Himmler has leveraged Vril/Velnius so well that his cult is largely controlled by Vril/Velnius. 

You have been working with Heinrich Stroeher to attempt to salvage the German Orders and take control of the Reich.  The Reich may not be perfect, but at this point it is the last best hope against the World Empire it will soon be fighting. No-one can seriously look at France and England and suggest they have the courage, fortitude, or resolve to face what is coming.  In fact England is leading the way to the end of days by building the state of Israel in Palestine.

The Nazi Rites at Beltaine and Lammas 1936

At Beltaine of 1936, Hitler and Himmler did divination by molten lead, and saw their disastrous defeat, as did the entire Order.  At Lammas 1936 they sacrificed a spy of Royal Blood (Henry Davies), and called on Vril to set things right for them.  Vril did…in such a way that they are now more than ever tools of Vril.   Heinrich was put in charge of following up the “divinations” that pointed to the place of action of Vril, and that led him to Pennsylvania in 1936.  He killed George Amerblain, because he knew this was a moment of critical importance, and Amberlain might cause problems.  He is aware the TS traveled in time, though he doesn’t know all the exact details (he knows roughly when and where).  He believes that in some way one of their ancestors was thwarted from doing something he ought to have done, which accomplished two things…

1) It insured the victory of the Thule Society and Nazi Germany

2) It vastly increased the likelihood of the world coming to a final end in about twenty four years.  Hitler and Himmler believe that will signal only their ultimate accession to power, because they believe that by then they will have mastery over the Red Adept.  That is not entirely impossible, but Heinrich doubts it.  Under any circumstances he doubts the TS would like that brave new world very much.

What Really Happened at Relics
For a number of years, the Prince of Wales had played the middle ground between the warring orders.  Since the mid 30s’ he had become increasingly alienated from the British Orders, and convinced that the German path was fundamentally right – that men ought to work with and attempt to master the Red Adept.  

He eventually reached a breaking point, where he could no longer agree on a day to day basis with his own advisors, or with the Commander of Bath.  They pointed out that his support for the German Lodges (he had worked from day one to broker a truce between the warring factions) compromised his role as King of England.

He was also privy to the prophecy that some great sign would come which would “prove” that he should take the path of opposition.  He believed this might be the Grail

Unfortunately, he was emphatically lied to, or rather his agent was, and he failed to learn that the Spear had been located until after he was unconditionally committed to abdication.  He went into a retreat in Austria, where he studied with certain masters, who have contacts with Thule.  Since his abdication, he has been studying “dark esoterica” primarily under the tutelage of the OTO.  He has still not given up hopes of a compromise or long term settlement between the German and British Lodges.  He believes that soon a major threat will rear up to force the two to cooperate.

Relations with the Order of the Dragon

The Order of the Dragon was allowed to become comparatively quite weak as Eastern Europe underwent centuries of political chaos.  The Order of Knights Teutons was considered far more important.  The Order was originally raised to check the rise of the Heretical Templars, who worship the Red Adept in the form of the Necromantic Skull of Sidon.  However, the Templars created the Jesuit Order which was a far more effective tool. In the early 19th century, the Teutons and Dragons recognized themselves as checkmated, and normalized relations with the Templars.  This might be hard for westerners to understand – Americans in particular believe that they never compromise with the Devil.  Coming from a nation that has spent four centuries ruled by, fighting with, trading with, and periodically rebelling against, the Infidel, The Dragon have a somewhat different perspective.  The game is chess, not checkers.  The game will be won in the end by whoever forces Check, not whoever wipes every piece of the other color from the board.  
The State of Israel

In the end of time, the Temple will be built anew in Jerusalem, heralding the end of days.  A great army from the North will fight a great army from the East at Meggido.

Heinrich’s interpretation, which you agree on, is that a Jewish state will rise in Israel under British patronage.  Fairly suddenly, probably in the closing days of a conventional war, it will seize control of World Socialism, and become a great empire, then begin an attempt to Socialize the globe.

Is this reasonable.  Who would have thought in 1914 that a Communist Revolt in Russia would be successful?  Bela Kun in Hungary almost succeeded, and in Germany only the action of the Thule Lodge kept Bavaria from becoming an Independent Socialist Republic.

Zionism and Socialism are hand in glove.  David Ben Gurion, Zionism’s major political leader, is barely religious, but strongly Socialist.  Histraduth, the political party that is the Jewish Union in Palestine, and which would comprise about 80% of the government of an independent Jewish State (which Britain formally promised to create in the Balfour declaration) is not only socialist, but very left-socialist.  They heavily encourage the settling of Communist “Kibbutzes” – Communes.  Effectively the mechanism of International Zionism is Socialist-Communist.

Could the Zionists take control of International Communism?  Certainly.  Russia effectively controlled and pre-empted every Communist movement in the world by staging a successful Communist Revolt.  However, Stalin managed to oust Trotsky, who wanted to export revolution to the world, and move Russia more or less into the fold of nations…

But that weakened Stalin’s leadership.  Any strong, Charismatic, Socialist-Communist state could seize all but a few hard line Soviet parties from Stalin.  In addition, Stalin’s right hand man, Beria, is a Jew who is probably just biding his time before killing Stalin and declaring support for the new Zionist-Communist state.

Thus a prophecy that everyone who has ever opened the Book of Revelations has read will be fulfilled, and the Red Adept shall have a home.  Beneath the altar of a temple where King Solomon bound it for over two thousand years – the Temple of Jerusalem. The Knights Templars will render it incarnate, and bring it home.

A political powerbase in International Communism and Socialism.  A religious powerbase in prophecy, and in the most powerful holy site of the ancient world.  What more could you ask for.  
The Negotiations in Romania

Recently a new power has begun to emerge on the occult scene.  A group of mercenaries and adepts without firm allegiance except to the very loose Memphis and Mizraim Brotherhood (a low level network that more or less serves as a lingua franca for those who know about the objective existence of the supernatural)

Heinrich was the first to identify who and what they are.  While the group is identified openly with Kent Maxwell, a flamboyant American adventurer, they are controlled by Louis Gutman.  Gutman is a Qabbalist, and moreover, there are strong indications that he is the heir to the House of David.  They are descended from the Zelespeidra family, Jewish Nobles in 8th-10th century Spain, who openly claimed to be heirs to the Kingdom of David and Solomon.  One of their ancestors was the teacher of the Abraham the Jew who wrote the Abra-Melin Manuscript one of the few modern sources (along with the Greater Key) which contains any remnants of the words of power/names of God, if in a very corrupt and debased form.

Heinrich believes several things.  First he believes that Louis Gutman may not be entirely devoted to the service of the Red Adept.  This is somewhat offset by the fact that Gutman recently made an expedition to Palestine to grab the Golden Calf of the Jews (the idol made when Moses was receiving the Commandments), and also began collecting the shards of the brass vessel which Solomon used to contain the ancient demon that has since become the Templar Idol.   However such a move could be preparatory to trying to bind the Templar Idol as well, and some of Gutman’s Templar associates recently broke with the order (not something that the Skull normally tolerates – you are surprised they were able to get away with it – and take Heinrich’s assertion that these people are rather powerful somewhat more seriously).

Most of Gutman’s followers are of the blood of the House of David, through one of the more prestigious lines of descent.  Heinrich has that same blood through descent from the Hapsburgs.  You have that blood, and also share Rurikides and Gedimine Blood through descent from Janos Hunyadi and Stephen of Hungary.    

Heinrich believes that he can negotiate with Louis Gutman to convince him to at least work to delay the end of the universe.  He feels Gutman is a religious idealist and zealot, who probably does not understand the full import of establishing a new State of Israel.  Some alternate readings of the prophecy suggest a period of a thousand year kingdom, and Gutman may also wish to invoke the coming of the Jewish Messiah – being Jewish, he would not feel that the Messiah has come and gone.

At worst, he feels that politically Gutman is in a weaker situation – his Kingdom is not yet even formed, and for him to have much hope of forming it requires the instability of a major war.  The more clear that is, the more reluctant Heinrich is to commit Germany to a war.  Germany’s original plan was to fight a quick war to consolidate Continental Europe and isolate Britain, realizing that the destabilization of the British Empire would probably result in the rise of the enemy, but feeling that a solid Europe was necessary to oppose the Red tide. 

Hitler is fundamentally acting as if he has more time than he does – he wants to roll up Political Europe the way he did Occult Europe.  Heinrich feels that an attack on the British Empire which was successful would almost certainly result in the strong rise of the State of Israel, and the loosing of Kalki, the harbinger of destruction in British India.   The role of Kalki is unclear, as he appears to be a servant of the Black which precipitates the destruction of the universe.  Heinrich is hoping that a war fought in the near future would be brief and futile, and bring Germany to terms, while allowing him to seize the Government. Himmler and Hitler could be ousted, replaced by himself and Hess, and an advantageous treaty brokered, since Britain lacks any real resolve to fight.   However, Germany would then hold the initiative against the State of Israel, which would require further upheaval to fully emerge, or might even emerge too early and be badly damaged or destroyed.

Heinrich is willing to give Gutman a number of concessions for his cooperation, and an agreement to work not to pre-emptively begin the battles for the endtime.  The largest concession is the survival of the Jews themselves.  It is a matter of principal among the Germans that as the obvious authors of the end of time, the Jews ought to be wiped out in Europe, in order to weaken the risen Israel.  Heinrich is willing to sacrifice strength on Israel’s side in the future for more time to organize his own house.  So he is willing to see the Jews Exiled to Palestine or Africa, or interred until they can be accepted there.  Fundamentally Heinrich is willing to deal with the devil, and assist in the rise of Israel, provided he believes that Gutman will work to delay the ultimate battle to end time.  

Heinrich is not concerned with a complete alliance.  For the moment, a simple mutual non-aggression pact, and an agreement to consult, would be more than enough.  He believes he can make the case for support from Louis on a case by case basis.

What Heinrich Wants – in Order of Importance

1) Non-aggression.  He doesn’t want Gutman’s TS balking him every time he tries to seize an artifact for his own use

2) Promise to Negotiate First - If there is a legitimate conflict – where both parties have a vested interest – a promise to attempt negotiations first, from a point of view other than “if you don’t fight us for it, we’ll let you walk away.”

3) Covert Support and Resources – assistance on a case by case basis with activities that are directed specifically at the overthrow of Hitler and Himmler

4) A promise to consider long-term negotiations – Heinrich believes that even after the rise of Israel, the two Empires could head off conflict for thousands of years if their leaders worked to control and thwart the wills of the controlling Adepts.

What Heinrich Can Offer

1) Covert intelligence on Hitler and Himmler
2) Covert support against operations by Hitler and Himmler
3) Keeping Hitler and Himmler busy enough that they do not have time to start a new purge aimed at British or American Adepts

4) A reasonable prospect of replacing Hitler and Himmler with a “more reasonable” order

5) His promise to incarcerate and Exile the Jews rather than eliminate them.  (hey, they’re sort of enemy operatives in the heart of his country).  In practice given the enormity of this, he’d be fine with a return to the 19th century Ghetto system, while Jews waited to be placed elsewhere.  He would expect Israel to be willing to receive them fairly immediately after its rise, and would expect proto-Israeli Zionism to be cooperative in looking for locations for deportation.

6) Covert support against Britain, to move the Kingdom of Israel (Socialist Republic of Israel…whatever) closer to inception

7) Information on locating the Atlantean and Thulian centers of power, and a promise to share that information

8) Cooperation in thwarting the Adepts once some time is bought, maybe there doesn’t have to be a cataclysmic final war at all.

9) The Big Prize – Heinrich has a strong suspicion that he knows where the centre of Atlantean Power resides.  The Players are close to it, but he could easily consolidate forces with Dietmar to keep them from it.  They require Nadasdy’s support even to reach the area.  Heinrich wants the Sword of Mars, but will waive everything else to the PCs.  Including, he is fairly sure, the location of Ophir – the seat of Atlantean intelligence buried deep in South Africa.

What Heinrich is Waiting For

The PCs are going to want to know why Heinrich doesn’t move immediately.  

1) Control over Thule and Atlantis – the more control man has over the Adepts when the two final Empires blossom into existence, the more likely they will be to be able to resist the desire of the Adepts for an immediate and final clash.  Relics, and knowledge of the locations of the power centers are

2) Rebuilding his organization within the military- Hitler purged many of Heinrich’s Allies by firing or retiring them.  He is working to form a new network to ensure that on the military side a Coup would be successful.  Because of Hitler’s caution, he must move slowly.  It may take moving Germany into an unsuccessful war to restore this balance, and give him room to operate.   

The Big Stumbling Block

We feel it is likely that the PCs are going to fixate on the “Which Adept do you represent” issue.  We propose that a reasonable agreement to disagree is this…

1) The PCs acknowledge that Heinrich believes he is working to control and limit the power of the Red Adept, by working its systems and knowing it, while Heinrich acknowledges that they believe he is in fact its puppet.

2) Heinrich acknowledges that the PCs believe they are working to control and limit the power of the Red Adept, by working against it and focusing on the Black Adept, while they acknowledge that he believes they are in fact its puppets.

If the PCs present the theory that Soviet Russia is the Red Adept, Heinrich can present his arguments against that – Russia destroyed its educated and noble class, and lost its artifacts.  Germany came under rule by adepts because of a strong tradition of Teutonic Knighthood.  That sort of class doesn’t exist within Russia.  He is willing to cautiously consider looking there, but considers it more or less an intentional misdirection by Louis.  One which he applauds, because there is an element of truth in it.

The Coup in Romania

King Carol I was an anal-retentive and Spartan Prussian, who ran Romania efficiently.  He built the basis of a modern nation out of a set of warring feudal principalities.  King Ferdinand was also competent.  Carol II is an ass.  He deserted his command during the war to run away with a dancer, and was only narrowly allowed back into the country, for a promise to return to his respectable wife, and get rid of his Jewish lover Elena Lupescu.  He returned, and then refused.  The only reason he is tolerated at all is that he paid for the Iron Guard and Order of the Archangel Michael for several years.

He is somewhat of an Adept – he received some teaching in Paris when he was living there with his dancer.  Elena Lupescu is a dangerous self-taught quabbalist and witch, who has made a practice of the most useful and degenerate of black magics.  She is associated with wolves and may be a shape-changer…she’s also an ex lover of yours, and you taught her more than you should have.  Carol is a legitimate descendant of the Royal House of Prussia, which makes him a descendant of Gedemin of Lithuania.  If he gets the Dagger Dietmar has promised him, with Elena’s help, he’ll be able to do a great deal of mischief.  He intends to use it to brace up his failing reign.

In February he suspended the Constitution and become dictator.  He is an amazingly larcenous ruler, and an amazingly bad politician.  He is willing to play every power in Europe against one another for personal gain.

Count Traian Nadasdy, the Prince of Wallachia, and Grand Master of the Dragon wishes to revolt against Carol.  The only reason he has not moved so far is that Carol would certainly be replaced by a dictatorship under Corneliu Cordescu.  Hitler told Carol openly earlier this year that he’d prefer to have Cordescu as dictator.  Heinrich’s faction isnt’ particularly interested in seeing Romania become a satellite of Germany, and particularly of Hitler.  Cordescu is incompetent to rule a state – he’s a badly educated demagogue, who would probably make Cuza look competent.  He’s no Mussolini, or even Franco.  He is a thug with a gang of thugs.

Over the past four months Nadasdy has worked to alienate Cordescu and Carol.  Agents whom you funded managed to precipitate a major falling out.  At the same time a military coup has been brewing – one Heinrich has helped organize.  However, evidence has come to light implicating Cordescu, and Carol has arranged to have him secretly arrested.  As soon as Cordescu is out of the way, you can begin to move.

Right now, having established that in his quest to get hold of the Vril Dagger, Carol has chanced isolating himself on enemy ground, Nadasdy is merely waiting for his ducks to be lined up in a row militarily.  Over the next forty eight hours, Nadasdy should get confirmations from most of his co-consipirators..  The most important is General Ion Antonescu, the “Red Dog.” Antonescu supports the Coup in principle, but won’t move if he doesn’t feel the situation is advantageous.  

Heinrich is the man in Berlin, to insure that the Reich doesn’t move diplomatically or (less likely) militarily to pre-empt the coup.  Nadasdy’s plan is to force Carol to abdicate in favor of Prince Michael.  It is absolutely essential that Carol be taken alive. Nadasdy dares not commit regicide – the result could be chaos.  If Carol is seen to be a coward, and flees the country, there will be little question about the turnover of power, and Michael will be widely acclaimed.  Carol will form a ruling Junta with General Antonescu.  He’ll act as Chancellor, and Antonescu as “Conducatorul Statului,” or State Leader.  Neither Heinrich nor Nadasdy are politically enthusiastic about Antonescu.   They prefer fairly progressive leaders like Salazar of Portugal or Mussolini to archconservative military men like Antonescu or Franco.  For one thing, progressive men of a civilian stripe have less of a tendency to see mass murder of everyone who opposes them as a good policy.  While it may have worked well for Vlad IV, this is a more modern time, and such methods are obsolete.  However Nadasdy will have to act as a check on Antonescu, because his support is invaluable, as is that of the Iron Guard.  Once it’s leader has been martyred, the Iron Guard will follow anyone who gives it a direction.

Heinrich’s Angle

Heinrich hopes to gain a fair amount of political leverage through the Coup.  He has a familial connection to Nadasdy through his wife, and will probably get some say in appointing an ambassador.  Romanian Oil is terribly important to the German War effort, and by controlling how safe Germany feels about its possession of the Ploesti Oil fields, Heinrich can indirectly control how willing the Reich is to go to war.

You could care less about the Jews in general, but you see it as economically damaging and potentially a catalyst for Socialism to have the middle class of Romania wiped out, and the middle class are Jews everywhere but Transylvania. You’ll see to it that harsh measures are enacted to extort some money, so that everyone can applaud, and that little else is done. Antonescu cares less than you do, and doesn’t understand economics as well, but in principal has agreed that you can make internal policy if he is allowed to take the lead in foreign policy.  Both of you favor a cautious alliance with Germany, but would move the country more towards Italy.  Supporting Benes in Czechoslovakia is out of the question.  However, your real support for Germany depends largely upon who ends up in charge.  If Hitler is bound and determined to start a general war against France and Britain, you’ll try and keep Romania out of it entirely. 

Information about Personalities

Dietrich Eckart – the deceased luminary who gave a central cause and meaning to the Vril Lodges.  Eckart might have been able to work the system, and maintain independence from Velnius/Vril.  Haushofer has not been.

Aleister Crowley -  much similar philosophy, but his personal ambitions and dissipation make him an unacceptable and unwilling ally.  He probably understands more of the coming end of time and new Age than anyone.  He is educating the Duke of Windsor, and helping to draw him onto a Left Hand Path.  Eventually both of them shall have to be dealt with, but the Duke serves a purpose right now, as he still believes in a "rapprochement" between Germany and the West.

Duke of Windsor – Now firmly on the Left Hand Path, Windsor sees grounds for an eventual rapprochement between Germany and Britian.

Ormonde – Ormonde also seeks rapprochement, more through a feeling that there is little advantage in fratricidal war, than any basic agreement with Thulist politics.  IN the past, patently antithetical groups have been “accommodated” – the Templars and Jesuits for example (why did nobody teach the truth about the Templars and Jesuits…do you read…it’s been out there for years!)

Fortune – Fortune is uncompromisingly against the Black Lodges, and represents a “Purist” camp, however her group did not politically support the initial attacks, being in practice also purist in being reluctant to bring War against other Adepts.  She tends to be in favor of striking a balance with the German Orders, mostly out of necessity.

Gould – Not an esotericist himself, Gould lies at the centre of Britain’s policy, influencing the decisions of the Knights of Bath.  Fundamentally Gould is hired to be a professional xenophobe – he does not consider what is good for the Esoteric community, but what is good for the British Empire.  Within that military role, he does a fair job of balancing conflicts.  It is considered that he to some extent may have pushed Edward VIII to abdication by inaction.  

Information about The Orders

Heinrich's Viewpoints

 “Black Lodge” does not particularly pertain to “Black Magic.”  Black magic (Goiety - magic which requires dealing with beings or forces which the practitioner believes to be evil or maleficent) is studied and practiced by even the most exemplary of Lodges, though rather carefully.   

What makes a Lodge “Black” 

Dion Fortune, writing in the late 30’s says:

“…with regard to Black Occultism, it is impossible to label any operationat all times and circumstances definitely Black or definitely White; all we can say is, that under certain circumstances it is black or white.  Dirt has been defined as misplaced matter, and evil can be defined as misplaced force.  Force can be misplaced in time or space.  A thing may be right at one time which is wrong at another.  Black Occultism, then, may be defined as misplaced force or out of date methods.”

In saying out of date, Fortune’s point seems to be the use of methods such as sacrifice, which might be considered pure and admirable when reading of the ancient Hellenes, but are not acceptable to our basic western culture today – though we might not condemn tribesmen for the same practices.

Rather Black Lodges present themselves as any other lodge.   Determining if a given Lodge is a “Black Lodge” is generally a matter of opinion.  A lodge might be (meaningfully) said to be black or following the Left Hand path if it:

Teaches or condones the use of the esoteric for selfish or personal gain

Teaches or condones the formation of pacts with malevolent beings or forces

Espouses personal esoteric development without an ultimate goal which is essentially benign (peace, union with God, harmony, etc.)

Condones non-consensual actions towards others (rape, sacrifice, etc.)

Pretends to present esoteric teachings, but primarily exists to serve the corporeal needs of the group organizer (through support, sex cults providing pleasure to a master, etc.)

Promotes “recidivist” philosophies which may have been legitimate in a historical context, but are anti-progressive and out of place in the modern world.

It can be seen immediately that distinguishing a “Black Lodge” from a “Poorly Run Lodge” is a bit difficult.   It is important however, because “Right Hand path” lodges teach that the influence of the teacher will pervade the student.

“If a teacher has evil or unsublimated aspects in his own nature these aspects will put him in touch with the corresponding potencies in the unseen world, and when he seeks to bring the force of his master, he will be working on a mixed contact, and the results for the pupil will be good and evil inextricably blended….if the teacher is a man of impure life you cannot fail to be involved in impurity; if he be unscrupulous, you will be sacrificed to his love of power or gain.”

Black Lodges it is also admitted teach very nearly the same thing as White Lodges.  It is their “vitality and temperament” that is different.  

Black Lodges are very like the White, and in fact a lodge that was once White may be, under another leader who is less fit, a Black lodge, without ever changing its basic teachings.

Some Black Lodges have symbols and trappings which distinguish them.  A French Lodge which we’ll explore below was effectively Satanist, and conducted “Black Mass” with all the trappings.  Other Black Lodges teach peace, and inner wisdom, while only at their highest levels do they practice corruption – yet that pervades every level of their initiatory process.

And there are many lodges which cannot be definitely categorized.  They may have strong leanings toward the Left-Hand path, yet their teachings may not be entirely corrupt.  Even white magicians pursue left hand knowledge and learning, and since the Manichaieans, there has been a legitimate (though in the opinion of orthodox practitioners terribly dangerous) dogma which suggested that in order to truly understand the universe a mystic must be “dualist” and acquire the knowledge of both paths.

Not every Black Lodge is about personal gain.  There are lodges which with genuine energy and devotion serve the cause of power and glory, but of things or causes which are not considered to be gainful to the overall advancement of the evolution of the human mind and psyche.

“Black Lodges” versus “Enemy Lodges”

The concept of the "Black Lodge" or something very like it seems to go back to Bulwer Lytton, and the Masonic thriller "Zanoni."  Since then occult fiction has tended to present a well ordered network of “Black Lodges” which fight ruthlessly against “White Lodges.”  Often they are presented as powerless to act against White fraters and sorors, which leaves one to wonder why they are feared and effective.  However, Dion Fortune admits “By either route he can rise upon the planes.”

The concept of a vast array of well ordered and ranked Black Lodges waiting to do combat with the forces of light is as erroneous as the assumption that the vast array of White Lodges – some more informed than others, could be arrayed into any meaningful order of battle.  The Esoteric is not a field battle, and its practitioners are not soldiers.

“Black Lodges” do not present an immediate threat to “White Lodges.”  They are at worst like many things in the world – drugs, gambling, and heavy drink – stumbling blocks over which the soul must trip again and again on its trip to a more elevated state.   Some more centrist groups may not be seen as “Black Lodges” by all White fraters and sorors, and some may be willing to work with more moderate groups or teachers who they see as talented, in hopes (sometimes realized) of influencing them into a more mainstream and acceptable practice.

Overlying the loose networks and affiliations (and quarrels and disagreements) of the White Lodges, there is generally assumed to be some higher brotherhood of Initiates, the mythical “Third Order” which oversees and ensures that no group of Black Brothers grows powerful enough to upset the balance of the world.  

Likewise at various times leadership may emerge among Black Lodges, and like all Esoteric orders there is a “feeder” system, with more knowledgeable and capable groups drawing members from a select group of more public and popular groups – much like a major league baseball team draws on its network of “farm clubs” for players.  To the typical low-level initiate the shadowy goings on of those “higher level” initiates with outside connections is a source of mystery and fascination that encourages growth.

Occasionally, White and Black Lodge Brothers may struggle over some element, or even attempt to destroy each other.  Generally killing high adepts is not very useful.  To borrow from a more recent work, the rationale behind this might well be explained by Obi-Wan Kenobi “if you strike me down, I will only become more powerful than you can possibly imagine.”  Ultimately striking down members of either path does little to advance ones own.  However, followers of the Left-Hand Path are more likely to trade long term misery for short term gains, and therefore are more likely to be the instigators of fatal violence.

An Example from History

The duel of  Marquis Stanislas de Guaita and Joseph Antoine Boullan may be a classic example of black lodges.  Guita was a practitioner of ritual magic based on his readings of Eliphas Levi, and his disciple Oswald Wirth was a mason and Theosophist.  In France in 1887 they infiltrated the Church of the Carmel, a sect led by Joseph Antoine Boullan, a defrocked priest.  Boullan's sect was deeply involved in sexual magic, including union with archangels and other supernatural beings "either conjured up in the operator's imagination or represented by another member of the sect.." They are said to have practiced the “Black Mass” and this appears to have been the case – at least they practiced a very perverted version of the Catholic faith.  Guita and Wirth told Boullan in 1887 that they had judged him and condemned him.  Boullan defended himself with various rituals, many involving his housekeeper Julie Thibaut, Priestess of the Carmel and Apostolic Woman.  

While his Carmel cult met many of the criteria for a "black lodge," Boullan accused de Guaita and Wirth of using black magic to try to kill him.  The French decadent novelist J.K. Huysmans was a friend of Boullan, and left a record of his side of the struggle.  Boullan died in 1893, and Huysmans was convinced that de Guaita had slain him.  

Black Lodges Today

Order of Teutons and Walvater Teutonic Order of the Holy Grail
Back in 1912, several German occultists with radical anti-semitic inclinations decided to form a "magic" lodge, which they named the Order of Teutons. the main founders were Theodor Fritsch, a publisher of an anti-semitic journal; Philipp Stauff, pupil of the racist Guido Von List, and Hermann Pohl, the order's chancellor. (Pohl would drop out three years later to found his own bizarre lodge, the Walvater Teutonic Order of the Holy Grail.) The Order of Teutons was organized along the lines of the Free Masons or the Rosicrucians, having differing degrees of initiation, only persons who could fully document that they were of pure "aryan" ancestry were allowed to join. 

In 1915, Pohl was joined by Rudolf Blauer, who held a Turkish passport and practiced sufi meditation. He also dabbled in astrology and was an admirer of Lanz Von Liebenfels and Guido Von List, both pathologically anti-semitic. Blauer went by the name of Rudolf Freiherr Von Sebottendorf. He was very wealthy, although the origin of his fortune is unknown. He became the Grand Master of the Bavarian Order and he founded the Thule Society, with Pohl's approval, in 1918. 

Germanenorden and Thule Society
The Germanenorden and Thule Society are low level recruiting fronts for more sophisticated and knowledgeable pro-Nazi Black Lodges.  

In late 19th and early 20th century Germany and Austria there were many flourishing esoteric orders which sought to establish a reborn Germanic identity and to reconnect the volk with its repressed archetypes. 

One of the most significant of these Orders was founded in Germany in 1912 - the Germanenorden or German Order. From this sprang the Thule Gesellschaft or Thule Society whose driving force was Rudolf von Serbottendorff. He had been schooled in occultism, Islamic mysticism, alchemy, Rosicrucianism and much else, in Turkey, where he had also been initiated into Freemasonry. 

Thule served as the recruiting and political action front of the Germananorden. Serbottendorff bought a failing Munich newspaper, the Beobachter which he renamed the Volkische Beobachter and it became the official newspaper of the NSDAP (Nazi Party). 

A movement to promote Thulian ideas among industrial workers and to offset Marxism, was formed in 1918 - the Workers' Political Circle - with Thulist Karl Harrer as chairman. From this came the German Workers' Party in 1919. A year later this became the NSDAP under the leadership of Adolf Hitler. 

The Thule society was active as a political and military organization during the brief Barvarian Socialist Coup in 1919-1920. On April 6, 1919, in Bavaria, left wing socialists and anarchists proclaimed the Bavarian Socialist Republic. The brains of the revolution were a group of writers who had little idea of administration. Life in Munich grew chaotic. The counter-revolutionary forces, the whites, composed of various groups of decommissioned soldiers known as "Frei Corps", defeated the Bavarian Soviet within a matter of weeks.

The Thule Society was instrumental in this effort.    Their propaganda effort was aided by a journalist, poet, and occult student Dietrich Eckart, who was the major intellectual influence on Hitler in the early years. The swastika flag adopted by the NSDAP was the brain-child of another Thulist, Dr Krohn. 

Journalist Karl Harrer was given the job of founding a political "worker circle". He realized that the workers would reject any program that was presented to them by a member of the conservative "privileged" class. Harrer knew that the mechanic Anton Drexler, who was working for the railroads, was a well-known anti-semite, chauvinist and proletarian. With drexler as nominal chairman, Harrer founded the German Workers Party in January 1919 

The German Workers Party was only one of many associations founded and controlled by the Thule Society. The Thule was the "mother" to the German Socialist Party, led by Julius Streicher, and the right-wing radical Oberland Free Corps. It published the Munich observer, which later became the National Observer. Hitler became the most prominent personality in the party. He caused Harrer to drop out, and he pushed Drexler, the nominal chairman, to the sidelines. He filled key positions with his own friends from the Thule Society and the Army. During the summer of 1920, upon his suggestion, the party was renamed the National Socialist German Worker Party (NASDAP). The new name was intended to equally attract nationalists and proletarians.

The Thule Society inner circle had the following beliefs

Thule was a legendary island in the far north, similar to Atlantis, supposedly the center of a lost, high-level civilization. But not all secrets of that civilization had been completely wiped out. Those that remained were being guarded by ancient, highly intelligent beings (similar to the "Masters" of Theosophy or the White Brotherhood). The Roman historian Polybius (ca. 150 B.C.)made first mention of the "island, or point of land, six days' sail north of Orcades" [Orkneys, Britain] observed during a voyage by Pytheas in the late-4th Century B.C.

The truly initiated could establish contact with these beings by means of magic-mystical rituals. 

The "Masters" or "Ancients" allegedly would be able to endow the initiated with supernatural strength and energy. 

With the help of these energies the goal of the initiated was to create a race of Supermen of "Aryan" stock who would exterminate all "inferior" races. 

An ascended master or deific force “the King of Fear” figures as a patron in the Order.

S.S. Ahnernerbe – Reich Ancestral Heritage Office

While it is not a “Black Lodge” per se, the S.S. itself has a network of Thule Society ritual which replaces Christian religion for S.S. Officers.  Based in Old Prussian Paganism, with Nordic colorings, the S.S. has its own rites, festivals, rituals and burial customs.  The “spiritual center” of the S.S. – dedicated entirely to the development of these and other public rituals, is the Ancestral Heritage Office.  

Reichsfuhrer S.S., Himmler, was an avid student of the occult. An SS occult research department, the Ahnernerbe (Ancestral Heritage) was established in 1935 with SS Colonel Wolfram von Sievers at its head. Occult research took SS researchers as far afield as Tibet. Sievers had the Tantrik prayer, the Bardo Thodol, read over his body after his execution at Nuremberg. 

As soon as the Nazi movement had sufficient funds, it began to organize a number of expeditions to Tibet and these succeeded one another practically without interruption until 1943. 

The strongest influence on Hitler in this regard was Dietrich Eckart (1868-1923). Most biographers have underestimated the influence that Eckart exerted on Hitler. He was the wealthy publisher and editor-in-chief of an anti-semitic journal which he called In Plain German. Eckart was also a committed occultist and a master of magic. As an initiate, Eckart belonged to the inner circle of the Thule Society as well as other esoteric orders. 

There can be no doubt that Eckart - who had been alerted to Hitler by other Thulists - trained Hitler in techniques of self confidence, self projection, persuasive oratory, body language and discursive sophistry. With these tools, in a short period of time he was able to move the obscure workers party from the club and beer hall atmosphere to a mass movement. The emotion charged lay speaker became an expert orator, capable of mesmerizing a vast audience. 

One should not underestimate occultism's influence on Hitler. His subsequent rejection of Free Masons and esoteric movements, of Theosophy, of Anthrosophy, does not necessarily mean otherwise. Occult circles have long been known as covers for espionage and influence peddling. Hitler's spy apparatus under Canaris and Heydrich were well aware of these conduits, particularly from the direction of Britain which had within its MI5 intelligence agency a department known as the Occult Bureau. That these potential sources of trouble were purged from Nazi life should not be taken to mean that Hitler and the Nazi secret societies were not influenced by mystical and occult writers

The Luminous Lodge and the Vril Society

A frequent visitor to Landsberg Prison where Hitler was writing Mein Kampf with the help of Rudolf Hess, was General Karl Haushofer, a university professor and director of the Munich Institute of Geopolitics. Haushofer, Hitler, and Hess had long conversations together. Hess also kept records of these conversations. Hitler's demands for German "Living Space" in the east at the expense of the Slavic nations were based on the geopolitical theories of the learned professor. 

Haushofer was also inclined toward the esoteric. as military attache in Japan, he had studied Zen-Buddhism. He had also gone through initiations at the hands of Tibetan Lamas. He became Hitler's second "esoteric mentor", replacing Dietrich Eckart. In Berlin, Haushofer had founded the Luminous Lodge or the Vril Society. The lodge's objective was to explore the origins of the Aryan race and to perform exercises in concentration to awaken the forces of "Vril". Haushofer was a student of the Russian magician and metaphysician Gregor Ivanovich Gurdyev (George Gurdjieff). 

Both Gurdjeiff and Haushofer maintained that they had contacts with secret Tibetan Lodges that possessed the secret of the "Superman". The lodge included Hitler, Alfred Rosenberg, Himmler, Goring, and Hitler's subsequent personal physician Dr. Morell. Hitler's unusual powers of suggestion become more understandable if one keeps in mind that he had access to the "secret" psychological techniques of the esoteric lodges. Haushofer taught him the techniques of Gurdjieff which, in turn, were based on the teachings of the Sufis and the Tibetan Lamas- and familiarized him with the Zen teaching of the Japanese Society of the Green Dragon. 

The name of the Vril Society is based on an 1873 novel by Bulwer-Lytton (the author of Zanoni), Vril: the Coming Race, which told of a hollow earth, and gave the Vril-ya slogan -- 'No happiness without  order, no order without authority, no authority without unity.' 

The Society also believed that Vril was the language spoken by the Atlanteans or Thulians. It was composed of sounds and clicks. 

The Vril Society teaches secret revelations, the coming of the new age, the coming of the spear of destiny, the magical violet black stone, the black iron dagger of the Old Prussian Pagan faith which is also the symbol of Set, and making contact with ancient peoples and distant worlds. 

The Vril Society believes that their source of power is the Black Sun, an infinite beam of light which though invisible to the human eye is real.  It may also represent an underground furnace which gives energy to the races within the earth, and is identified with the forge of the God Velnius of the Old Prussian pantheon.

The Vril emblem is the 'Black Sun.’ The Black Sun symbol can be found in many Babylonian and Assyrian places of worship. They depict the Black Sun - the godhead's inner light in the form of a cross. This was not much different from the German's Knight's Cross. 

There are many legends that the Vril society became privy around 1934 to an extraterrestrial spacecraft which crashed in the Black Forest region of Germany.  They are said to have engineered super weapons or other great discoveries from it.  

The Ordo Templi Orientis

The OTO is not strictly speaking a Black Lodge.  However it has provided a fertile ground for recruiting for the Germanen Orden and Thule Society, and some of its breakaway groups were under Nazi control before they were repressed last year.  The core order is, if not black, deeply grey, tinted by sex magic and a dangerous flirtation with left-hand dualism.   

The letters O.T.O. stand for Ordo Templi Orientis, the Order of Oriental Templars, or Order of the Temple of the East. In 1895, Karl Kellner (1850-1905), a wealthy Austrian industrialist and paper chemist, as well as a high-grade Mason, founded the Ordo Templi Orientis. Kellner had traveled widely in the East, where he met three adepts who instructed him specific magical practices. Kellner's efforts to develop the Order were later assisted by Franz Hartmann, Heinrich Klein and Theodore Reuss, who had worked together prior to joining the O.T.O. The Order was first proclaimed in 1902 in Reuss's Masonic publication, 'Oriflamme'. 

On Kellner's death, Reuss succeeded him as Outer Head [O.H.O.]. The 'Jubilee' edition of the 'Oriflamme', published in 1912, announced that the Order taught secret of sexual magic. 

Theodore Reuss was an interesting character. Born June 28, 1855 in Augsburg, he entered Masonry in 1876. He was a singer, journalist and possibly a spy for the Prussian political police, infiltrating the Socialist League founded by Karl Marx's daughter and her husband. Reuss was later associated with William Wynn Westcott, a leader of the Golden Dawn, who later introduced him to John Yarker. Yarker chartered Reuss to found the Rites of Memphis and Mizraim in Germany. After several attempts to concretize various Masonic Rites, Reuss settled on the development of the O.T.O.

The Order experienced reasonably steady growth under Reuss' leadership. For example, he chartered Papus in France, Rudolph Steiner in Berlin and H. Spencer Lewis in the USA. In 1912, the historic meeting between Reuss and Crowley occurred. Crowley wrote that Reuss came to him and accused him of revealing Order secrets.  The two instead got along well, and when Crowley looked at it afresh, the initiated interpretation of sexual magick unfolded itself to him for the first time. Reuss appointed Crowley as “Supreme and Holy King” of all the English speaking world, and it was this authorization that he invoked when publishing the material of the Equinox.

Reuss resigned as Outer Head of the Order in 1922 after suffering a stroke and named Crowley his successor. All was well until 1925 when Crowley’s personal messianic vision, the Book of the Law was translated into German. Liber Legis was supposed to have been dictated to Crowley by an ancient Atlantean spirit known as Aiwass at the Great Pyramid in 1904.

Reactions to Liber Legis caused a break in the continuity of the Order. Many members split with the new O.H.O. over the book, which Crowley was actively promulgating through the Order. He had earlier revised the Order rituals at Reuss's request, deeply infusing the doctrines of the New Aeon revelation.

Crowley published many of his most important works under the imprimatur of the O.T.O.. He reformulated its long-term goals and mission and came to view the O.T.O. as the "ark" for preserving the distillation of the world's cultures into the future.

Structures of the Lodges

"Decommissioning"  - rather than maintain a constant feeder stream of Occult Students, the Reich has a different plan.  The S.S. has imagery that draws youths who are romantic and have occult inclinations.  Rather than rely on "people off the street" (and how many magical orders are not MOSTLY chaff with a LITTLE wheat), the S.S. will attract people with similar inclinations but an understanding of obedience, and will school them from the beginning in the forms it values.  As they move up, they will learn of other paths, but not until they are firmly committed to the Path chosen by the Reichsfurher S.S.

British/Allied Lodges
Midrange Orders, "Feeder Orders"

Golden Dawn British disentegrated into several orders (Stella Matutina, Alpha et Omega) - Defunct
SRIA,  British, exists, low level recruiting order for Masons who might move into Esoteric - Strong Rival

High Level Orders

Stella Matutina - Primary Rival
Alpha et Omega Lodge  - Primary Rival
Community of Inner Light - Dion Fortune - Strong Rival, but tends towards Pacifism

Chivalric Organizations

Illuminati - if the Americans had a Protector order it would be this.  Waking up from a long slumber - Very Strong Rival

Knights of Bath - The British Protector Organization.  Currently small and badly trained - Very Strong Rival
Knights Teutonic - British Branch - Effectively an extension of Bath, but under the firm control of the Duke of Windsor 

Irish Knighthood - Numerically insignificant.  Their leader acted as a broker in settling the War of Adepts.  Windsor, Ormonde, and to a lesser extent Dion Fortune constitute the last elements of a "peace party" that would like to establish a status quo, and avoid a revival of open conflict, or actual international war though their reasons for wanting to do so vary wildly.

Esoteric Section - in order to conduct operations in the Real world, Britain has a very small Esoteric Section in their military.  It is the Opposite of the S.S. Annherbe in the same way that the doomed  and barely armed citizens of Carthage in the Third Punic War were the "opposite" of Rome.  Because the Government is not run by Adepts, such an organization has very limited latitude.  
German Lodges
 
Outer "Feeder Orders"

Germanenorden or German Order  -  Theodor Fritsch, Philipp Stauff,  Hermann Pohl - Decommissioned
Thule Society or Thule Gesellschaft -  Karl Haushofer - Being Decommissioned
Midrange "Feeder Orders"

Walvater Teutonic Order of the Holy Grail - Hermann Pohl, Rudolf Freiherr Von Sebottendorf, - Decommissioned
Bavarian Order  Rudolf Freiherr Von Sebottendorf, - Being Decommissioned
Luminous Lodge - Karl Haushofer - Remaining Operational, planned for future Decommissioning

High Level Orders

Vril Society - Karl Haushofer - inner Circle of Thule - Eventual Decommissioning under S.S. Plans
S.S. Ahnernerbe (Ancestral Heritage)  - SS Colonel Wolfram von Sievers - Primary Organ of Nazi Rule
Chivalric Organizations


Knights Teutonic largely absorbed into Vril Society - Decommissioned
Enemies

'Institute of Illuminated Freemasons' - Leopold Engel, Heinrich Widtmann and Willy Vierath -  Destroyed

Anthrosophical Society - Rudolf Steiner organize  -  Destroyed

OTO - German Lodges - Barely Tolerated, Being Pressured into Disbandment
"Neutral" Lodges
Argentum Astra - stayed neutral in the last war because of difficulties between Crowley, other British - Strong Rival
British, U.S., OTO - stayed neutral in the last war because of difficulties between Crowley, other British - Strong Rival
Institute for the Harmonious Development - Gurdjieff - Fontainebleau, France. - Theoretical ally with similar beliefs.  Constitutes a danger for the same reason as OTO.  Should be embraced while other enemies remain, then destroyed.  
Martinist Order  - Victor Blanchard.  - Badly Damaged and Neutralized - should eventually be destroyed 

American Rosicrucian Society  - potential Rival as feeder ground for U.S. Orders.  Assassination of Tucker Nye stopped a potential upswing in organizaiton of U.S. Orders - Potentially a Strong Rival
Memphis and Mizraim - serves as a meeting ground for people who would oppose Nazi rule.  Tolerate and exploit its apolitical nature, then destroy it after other groups are subdued.
1936: Horror
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